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l".fte Miracle Worker 

.A.Cl'-ON:& 

It is n~ht~ the-!<.mER homute6d.. ln.suu, Jhr~ 
~ in-.Uu. bedroom a~ed-rzround-a ct'ib;M 
l~ht.. The-y lulue been through..._a long_ vigi4-!wd 
~s-in- their tired bearing and. disar1ang«l 
dt#hing:-()ne is a young gentlewoman with a swui 
~~h-jau,.K.ATF. KELLERj the second is an ekUI'~ 
IJ~_stetlwscope at neck, tltermomelu in-fin­
g.us; tJJe-.tlurd~is a hearty gentleman in his jorti~s 
~'"~· CAPTAI ARTHUR KELLER. 

~ She'll live. 
~hank God. 

(~~'IOR leaves th~g~tlrer wer th~crib, ;trclu 
~-) 

OCTO You're a pair of lucky parents. I can tell you 
now ought she wouldn't. 

LLE Nonsense, the child's a Keller, she has the 
cons 1 ution of a goat. She'll outlive us all. 

DocTOR. (.4miahlyl ) Yes, especially if some of you 
I<~ don't get a night's sleep. I mean you, Mrs. 
~-

LLE iYou hear, Katie? 
T hear. 
LL (J~~nt ) I've brought up two of them, 
's is my wife's first, she isn't battle-scarred yet. 

-=::..::.T=-=E-:~ Doctor, don't be merely considerate, will my 
e right? 
CTOR h, by morning she'll be knocking down Cap­

tain e er's fences again. 
~d isn't there anything we should do? 

"' 

@ 
t j () \1 I ( 

/~ (' 

D · c \or kG\\~) 
\-<e.\ \er 

21 
6) 0 ftM 't ( "i 1ft) 

L -, 
') 



I 

' 

2 5" fod 

~ 0 -f 
) 

7 

lo:¢hu- lhe'JI .gel tM mtoose up the .sUiJs im...R 
ANNIE's room.) 

___ .. _.-••• -hTE. Well? 

-

~ER. She's very rough, Katie . 
.&t.TE. I like her, Captain . 
.lt.&LLER. Certainly rear a peculiar kind of young woman 

in the north. How old is she? 
~E. (Uagu&,.) Ohh- Well, she's not in her teens, 

you know. 
~LER. She's only a child. What's her family like, 

wpping her off alone this far? 
.l'ATE. I couldn't learn. She's very closemouthed about 

some things. 
~LLER. Why does she wear those glasses? I like to see 

a person's eyes when I talk to-
~TE. For the sun. She was blind. 

-!tELLER. Blind. 
~TE. She's bad nine operations on her eyes. One just 

before she left. 
.K.l::LLER. Blind, good heavens, do they e.--:pect one blind 

child to teach another? Has she experience at least, how 
long did she teach there? 
~TE. She was a pupil. 
~LLER. (H~ly.) Katie, Katie. This is her first posi­

tion? 
~TE. (Brig'"~.) She was valedictorian­
~LLER. Here's a houseful of grownups can't cope with 

the child, how can an inexperienced half-blind Yankee 
schoolgirl manage her? 

(~oves in::with th& tnmlt-tm 1M shomder 1 · 
-:J.AM_Es. ~Basuyt) Great improvement. Now we have two 

of them to look after. 
-ii::HLLE.R. You look after those strawberry plants! 

/~AXES $tops with the tnmlt. lULLER turns from hi,. 

J fiwiJ~d, awJ..marclru afj.) 

' 7 ~·Nothing I MY is right. 
~ 28 
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neck. (He-lfetirtJWd~ ~ ~. while the SncTATORt> 

~m..(J ~ (JM somt!ftllfat awe-stnckm circle, watc:JI>. 
int. &I..L~mnses 4 nmr,-mul ANNIE trc/;s at hU 
~s-.) My neck, Miss Sullivan! 
.....A.NNIE. I'm sorry to inconvenience you this way­
--kLLER. No inconvenience, other than having that door 
taken down and the lock replaced, if we fail to find that 
key. 
-+..NN!E. Oh, I'll look everywhere for it. L-\ \ 
--KELLER. Thank you. Do not look in any rooms that ....,.111111111....--~,.._..--
can be locked. There. (He stands Iter 01Jc the grounrl. 
~.) 
-ANNIE. Thank you very much. 

(<&~ ~lm-1, kttJkint tn ~ed-.af!ldJ.od.ylilu 
~Z.. ~EJt...Star&S aro.w~ tM sper.tatoT-s.) 

I ) 

-KELLER. Go, go, back to your work. What are you'-. 
looking at here? There's nothing here to look at. (~ ~-:--...-.....,_ LJ. .-, 
In£~ ~ltff.) Now would it be possible for us to I Ho( H, 1 L. 

have supper, like other people? (~~ int6' ~ .B € 
I t l-) 

~~E. Viney, serve supper. I'll put Mildred to sleep. I) ' \ 

( 'Fit~Lirgo in.-} AMES ~ /.asJ,. J.o kizve., mugnur.itt.t 
~tuB wu/t..a. §&twe.) 

-;,...MES. Might as well leave the 1, a, d, d, e, r, hm? 

lo ~<e o · 
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jHtgeN, stancfs thinking, grofe, to the pump, lifts a 
16M~ ~rd, drqps the key into the t«il, and huts 
J.a;uJj gle•fully. A~Nm star6s. But after a mom-e-nl­
~shake~ ~r head to herself, she car:not iteep ln. 
SMiWjrum her lips.) 

--1\NNIE. You devil. (Hef' tfiM is {1M of great respect, 
lrwmor, and ll~tan~ ofc~.) You think I'm so 
easily gotten rid of? You have a thing or two to learn, 

- first. I have nothing else to do. (~ fl'/rl~s~t• 
/llte'porclr, lnlt turns-for a fituzl 'WOrdr, almos• of warning-; ) 
And nowhere to go. 

~ "'CU:c#'f1!1n Ht!t.-nr, 
..-..-..A~.) 

l8 



have to teach you is-one word. Everything. (~!.~ H/.1 
~jug down... On. tile jW4t now ANNIS- spi6$ tJuJ. doU., __ _...-..-..---7 {o -\ 
s/,;Q~f ' " ~ up,. 4lld-.....u..h. it. M;~,g iiJ. lw.r luuuJ, 
~ ~11.6-LAM~ A •Jt efM()f)N.LJG+JT-iHeflrlftt \\ 
~~~.-a~~ a..s~ond SHAFT (m tiUJ-r~ng 
,,sirj--'6Hll-A~NtE,.-4/ter-puttmg off -her snwlud gkuses, 
.UU _.~ r~r with. the -doll-: She is rather happy, an<J. 
ils,.f(lt~e tl~ D"- lw klU4r an<L. il-11~kes it.s-vwm111.11 
~ A+wn& wlm-per-s to ~~-~~ieiHHi~ Hush, 
little baby. Don't-say a word- (~lt8 lays it ag11irat 
118" 6H9uHU~, and- begins rocki1~g with it, patting its 
ttitNtltttt~ bemftd.r.tMtalks th6. luUaby to it, humorously. 
.... fi; 3t-:'} 

Momma's gonna buy you--a mockingbird: 
If tl:at~ockingbird don't sing-

(The ,~t.ty#.,,.-- of ~ ,.~ing-Jak&-h8r into t /u.. tUM, 
w./1~1 llNfi-fH OH-IBHlHf<l,. ) 

Momma's gonna buy you a diamond ring: 
I f that diamond ring turns to '6rass '-

---~~~ 
(..4. tllir4-sh4/J- oj MOONLIGHT outside- now. rises u 

J"k-out-]AMES at 14 main house, w#h- <me foot o.­
~step; he tums his body, as if hearing t/N.. 
song.) 

M omma's gonna buy you a looking-glass: 
I f that looking-glass gets broke ~ 
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1- r? ~ 

t- c t1 1n 

'('(' e ' on c. s-
( lN t h family room ajourtl• SHAFT pkks out KELL~ 

.eatid at the table, in thought; and he, too,..lifts 1M. 
h iiHi ; IJf.ij.~) ~~ ,... \ode t'\ 

M omma's gonna buy you a billy goat: 
If that billy goat wm~'t pull-

(~{tflh-SHAFT is upstairs in ANNI E's roo.m, and picks. X 
~ paci.ng tM.re; and .slu- halts, turning hu 
~ loo,.4$ ij-Ju4,-iu§o4 

M omtna's gonna buy you a cart and bull: 
I f that cart and bull turns over-, 
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~is quietly croch8titlg an endless ch4in of 
pqal, u•hich m4lus all around the rlHHit-.) 

_.ANNIE. "1, feel, every, day, more, and, more, in-" ---­
(~I.e patUM~ i1U"'SS the pages of a dictilmary ~ 
~i her finger descends the words to a full 5-t()jJ. 
~h ilevaUS-Iur ~yebrows, the,. copies tM word.) 
"-adequate." 

-:f!wEs. Kate? (~~,., lw glanu. }AMES is r~r 
~y.) I 'm sorry. Open my mouth, like that fairy tale,. 
frogs jump out. 
~TE. No. It has been better. For everyone. (She 
starts away, Up Center.) 
~NlE. C~a:.&t.i.t~~ "If, only, there, were, someone, to, 
help, me, I, need, a, teacher, as, much, as, Helen-" 
_..J.ums. Kate. (~halu, waita..) What does he want 
from me? 
~TE. That's not the question. Stand up to the world, 

Jimmie, that comes first. 
~- (~~'~) But the world is him. 
~TE. Yes. And no one can do it for you. 

-:J,.wEs. Kate. (IH6- ll9iu;.. /mm})/4..) At least we­
Could you-be my friend ? 
~TE. I am. 

....A.NNIE. "-my, mind, is, undisiplined, full, of, skips, 
and, jumps, and-" (&h&--ohlllu,-.ureads, jr~ns.) Hm -----· 
(Amu.E-.puts-.her nose again in tlte dictionary, flips back\ 
H-tffl-eat"~ge, -fl1id- fingers- <Wwn t/1.6- WOTlls; KAn: \ 
fw-866ml-y tom& OOwn.. W.,;ard tlu.. hay wiu.d.oOJJ. with. a. 
mtyfiJ-ef--!~) Disinter-disinterested- disjoin- dis-
( S!•e be~'re6IM, jnflit•taHJ.. ) Disinterested, disjoin-
Where's disipline? ($h1 §"fls Q..p8~ or lwo back, uucllr f 
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~-iJIJOf' opem, ~ K.Ju.x.n enters with t"" 
----------- sdler-&~ 'ow.) 

~LE.R. Miss Sullivan? On my way to the office, I 
brought Helen a playmate- · 
~NIE. Outside please, Captain Keller. 
-KELLER. My dear child, the two weeks are up today, 
sw'ely you don't object to-
-:r'tNNIE. ~g.~ They're not up till six o'clock. 
-it.ELLER. (hul-uig£m~ Ob, now. What difference can a 
fraction of one day-
-:1\NNIE. An agreement is an agreement. Now you've 
been very good, I'm sure you can keep it up for a few 
more hours. (~s.corts XELLER by the arm over the 
thu.&hold,-.h&obeys, leaving B ELL&.) 

~ELLER. Miss Sullivan, you are a tyrant. 
....\NNIE. Likewise, I'm sure. You can stand there, and 
close the door if she comes. 
~TE. I don't think you know how eager we are to have 
her back in our arms-
~NIE. I do know, it's my main worry. 
-iiELLER. It's like expecting a new child in the house. 
Well, she is, so-composed, so- (~) Attractive. 
You've done wonders for her, Miss Sullivan. 
~NIE. (N.D:t-,a_question.) Have I. 
-liELI.ElL If there's anything you want from us in re-

payment tell us, it will be a privilege to-
-.1\NNm. I just told Mrs. Keller. I want more time. 
-1fATE. Miss Annie-
-ANNIE. Another week. 

(~jji-s her head, and begins to mif}:c) 

-KELLER. We miss the child. I miss her, I'm glad to 
say, that's a different debt I owe you-
--hNNIE. Pay it to Helen. Give her another week. 
-KATE. ~tly.t) Doesn't she miss us? 
.-KELLER. Of course she does. What a wr,ench this unex­
plainable-e:rile must be to her, can you say it's not? 

ANNIE. No. But I-
78 



Nl'OI cs, w at s 1t to me 
They're satisfied. Give them back their child and dog, 
both housebroken, everyone's satisfied. But me, and you. 
(B i:' &»!s-Jumd. cotncs out in.t~ the light, gropjng..) Reach. ----
Reach! (ANNm.•~ndf~ (fflmoha1fd, gyifrs....J!EL~ 
Ut~9 ha11ds are- clas~, tense in the ligllt, tlle ... rest-4>/ 
tluw-00$ changing itJ ~had.ow. ) I wanted to teach you-~ 
ob, everything the earth is full of, Helen, everything on 
n that's ours for a wink and it's gone, and what we are 
on it, the-light we bring to it and leave behind in­
words, why, you can see five thousand years back in a . 
light of words, everything we feel, think, know-and 
share, in words, so not a soul is in darkness, or done 
with, even in the grave. And I know, I know, one word 
and I can-put the 'vorld in your hand-and whatever 
it is to me, I won't take less! How, bow, bow do I tell 
you that this- ( Slftt ~ellS<. ) -means a word, and the 
word means this thing, wool? (~m~4 
~S. hand; lbl..EN sits, puzzled.. ANNIE puts t /u.. 
aQduting-a.s~ Or this-s, t, o, o, 1-means this 
thing, stool? ( SJJ~~~s H-.LEN'~ palm w- ~}16- sJo()l.. 
R vx &.N--waUs, UJU()m(JTe/Jaz.ding. ANNIE snatclu:s- up her 
N4Pii.in1 ~ell1 ·) Napkin! (~~ ~HELEN'~ 
lf4nd., u!Qits discards it, lifts a fold of the child's dreu., 

~( vll cf 
'I 

\ 

t 

~111s HELEN's hand to ~r ciUJek, and,..pnJs~ --............_ 
~ Dress! (She lets it drc()P, 4P~) F, a, c,;_/e, _._ 

m g st-t~e, staring iutQ the child's responseless eye&, .................. _.!.,;~.,.....,....~..,.-

Q s c vi nJ 
on ' +o.<:.. e.. 

IJ.eau-lll$-distant BELFRY .begin to toll, slowly: o , 
t~ .tlmut, four, five, six. On the third stroke, the. 9 L 
fiGHTSc!tealjng in around--tM gauleq how§flow ry _ • 
~»Jg: VINEY, tile OF!zer S'ERVANT, M ARTHA, 
'FliJu;.y.at..the..d.rapes, and. ] AMES on the ditn porch. ANNIE 

~bEN remain, frozen. The CHIMES die away. 
~PERcY nwves the drape-rod back qut .of-sig!U.,· 
Vwx¥ rte.ps into the room-1zot using the door--and ux-
~ tiUJ-bed; the other S ERVANT brings t~ wheeJ.. 
~cQTt1-(}f)er, leaves it handy, rolls bed off; VINKY puu 
~d IMun.s m. top of a waiting b0%ful of IbLXN'i ~. 
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•f-fnUung <m-het' glasses- ANNIE hears- scmet/mrt 
lhfJI 619~ ~ ~v#l1 Mad ujte4. We- lw-ar it~. t/u- -----
1Wicu ou1 ~re. pa.si, including her ow11 n9W, in G> 

~~) 

-.!loY'S VorcE. You said we'd be together, forever- You 
promised, forever and-Annie! 
-,a,.}MGNOs' VOICE. But that battle is dead and done 
with, why not let it stay buried? 
~NIE's VOICE. (~mg .. ) I think God must owe 
me a resurrection. 
-..ANAGNOS' \"oiCE. \Vhat? 

~NIE. And I owe God one. 
-BoY's VOICE. Forever and ever-(~~ 
'lnm~) -forever, and ever, and- (J\N.Nm-~wi'-S-W­
~) - forever, and ever, and ever-

(~ues-ANNIEj she flees to snatch up her pur,se, 
~ l.()_t/te fUJ1lr-JNJ:j, an<L ..KEx.Lu is standin.g .in 
~Xlu. UGHTS haw losf fbejr sgecWl color l 

~LLER. Miss-Annie. (lh-ltas-4~ e11veU>pe-- in his. 
fmg.u.. ) I've been waiting to give you this. 
-J;\NNIE. (t+ftendm~atf::) What? 

-X.l:LLER. Your first month's salary. (H~s-it i"""'h~ 
/HHW..) With many more to come, I trust. It doesn't ex­
press what we feel, it doesn't pay our debt. For what 
you've done. 
~NIE. What have I done? 
-JULLER. Taken a wild thing, and given us back a 
child. 
-ANNIE. (Aw8fU~.) I taught her one thing, no. Don't 
do this, don't do that-
-KE LLER. It's more than all of us could, in all the years 
we--
-ANNIE. I wanted to teach her what language is. I 
wanted to teach her yes. 
--KEl.LI!.R. You will have time. 
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PrN~rlhe pitcheram--her otlw hand-4nd gu~~ 
~~"' aM-t~ter .tumblmg Judf uu~ * ~M j)Uclt6f~ HEL~ IJIJnd. ~'\G&. 
~~ h4ndJe-.to kufJ water ~ziJzg, atui d~s 
~ wW ~IUJ has dotJ6 so many times bqJJu.,. 
IJ>Mls ~nto-HELEN's- ff'e8-j>/Unw.) Water. W, a, t, e, r. 
Water. It has a- name- · 

f.41Wi ~ ~irack- happens. HEI.EN dnJps tJu..pil.ciw:.. 
o~~ undu-t/u3-s.jX)ttt, it shaltez$~She_s~ 
_,ansfo1eetl:-ANN~ freezes on th& pump hand~~ ~her~ 
i£fchanght£ th~ndoum LIGHhan~ wit_h-n ~ 
e nge-m EN9s }ace, S011'&t- Uglt om•ng •nto..u. 
1H-iuw8-M~ ~eft- th~, s01t..e-struggle in tJu; 
~lmed "t;- and her lip,._ tremble, trying ~ 
r4Me,.IM, sonuthi.ng~~ them..oJJC£ 
Mte!rl, lill td-l~ut il {t~s its 'M'QY ~d; ~tJi•fu11J\ a 
IMh~nd buried undM tlu-4ehris-aj years.-Pj.. 
ti~lmess-:-) 

--ftuEN. Wah. Wah. ~ tJgQiJJ, -~~~ 
Wah. Wah. ~Iter hand.~ lhHttnnditftt­
t~~tJ~h-mto her~lm. The1Hite- gf'opes-jrant;.. 
~ANNIF; 'l'eaches for herhand, and HEL-EN spells~ 
ANt•n:sl&.~.) 
-lmNIE. ~inK4 Yes. (&xm spelLs .i.nl.a..iJ 
~W:}" Yes! fHB1.8N--tr4bs-a~ t~ltandltJ.,-pu~~ 
fMI'~~rfllttnge~ ~nd inttJ its ~t and.~ 
~~it..agaill..) Yes! Oh, my dear- ~he ftJUr 

to her-knees to cla~ lfEy,:eN1& hand, but-HELEN pull~ 
fru,-sUJnds ~t bewilder~ thtm drop~ to tlu..groun.G, 
frat'S it ftt!ijtly; holds U~ h~lm, ~n~-A.NN1&4p~ 
Mie i4f Ground. (:J.II~~tf f~~ ~ Yes! ~~ 
--~j)(Uw, MJdsup~~ 
~n"~ Pump. fH!!eeu '$~~~.f-Yesl Yes! 
~EN-i.f. m SU6h-e1t--8X6f~ -sh6.rls pos.res.s6li., 
wikl, t~Hg, wnnot-b~-slill, turns,..r~ falls Ol~tlZ£ 

-/HJ¥<Ch r'o;; cleft i'; rea e' er Q1tt her 9a1an, qnd 4 NNzs i;. 
~f,ts44~ io~tep. {H~LBN-has ~~ 
~IM •IM~,.~~uch-tm'Ythi~ 
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gratitude, and deprivation; it is a moment in which she 
simtdtaneously finds and loses a child.) 

KAu. Teacher? 

(ANND #f#ms; arul K.An, facing HELEN in her directiOfl 
by the shoulders, holds her back, holds her back, and 
the" relinquishes her. HELEN feels her way across 
"-e yard, ratMr shyly, and when her moving hands 
touch ANNIE's skirt she stops. Then she holds out 
#he keys and pkzce..r them in ANNm's hand. For a 
moment ~hu of them moves. Then HELEN slides 
Mlo ANNIE's crms, end lijtmt away her smoked 
flasses, kisses her on the cheek. ANNIE tathers her 
;,, K.Au tom both ways turns from this, gestures 
the servants of}, and makes her way into the house, 
~LI.EK Ol'm. Th. SERVANTS go, in separate ,u,.,,..,..,.) 
~ UGHTS..u~ half doum now, except o"' the pump. 

hltiiitMd Hn&N 01'4- hue, .lone m~IN..yuA.. ANNIE 
• ., / efMd.. HELEN'&- IUJ.nd., almost wiihoMt knowint 
~ s/u..s.P4Jls..slowl:)l into it, her voke JmSWUiy, 
•iafltJ'''~) 

~m. I, love, Helen. (eq clutches the chitd to her, 
lipt this ~. not spellirf.g', ~ing i1W 1m' hait1) 

<"_. r t" (' , Q I ----­
'"li.A S I (. -------- ..IMWi~r~talu~kifl~' ~fC~tm~th!-'~tietijolor~· 11of~,~-~pa~*.t;,.,tc;«Mtlj;j.ir::::=: 

\ ___ __.. 

I 

7 -to br ~ t 

\-\o 

"-6 ~ e..yes op.eni.ng, in feu; and as.. ...slowl1-.JU 
<t~~ m ri.sa, #o IW~, with hu hu d r-,oa 
~oulders. Sh6 waits, ?Mils, listening wi#h '""' 
/Md.~h, slowly ~r..e, sJowly thu.e: and lwJu.lml~ 
~~. IJU-.1U)~ .xJu. color pasu.s.-ori,-411/J. 
tfllten ~MiO'me- baek-io ~ slt&-can !JHat-.,u... 
Md-ol ~lw~tlfout. /661': ) -ever. 

(ht-the-family -f'Mm -!(Au htlS skHJO over the ~. 
na~t-li£LBN1~~ with Klu.LER-4t her...Jwul­
tJ«; IIBW :f.\M~ UJk&r ~ kJ..-o~r cluJiWRte 
IUfd~ ftlith-J.ead-~t, a,.a..KELLER inc~J> 
JtH-he(uJ. H-}AKESf-$0 it- is AuNT Ev, hesitant and 

94 

-



I 



/ 

. 3~ 2 

- \ 

\ . ~. 7. 

b. 
, 



!L.QC!l,!G_l~ _1~/27~ I!L.QC!9!!~ 2L 
I clWi TRYOUTs t cuu~ TR~ oUTb 

.,, BLOCKING SL ell IIIII!RP 2S F: .. , IIITBRP 3S 0/S IB'l'EllP 4S IIIIIlRP 5& 
.:J !tir! £~•!r:;c!). . itelr.eta--- · _'PE..i!.er -_r;a!rP __ !.r-~r.!-u!-_-_-_ e Ta..'G coC'tiiD--

rminc makeup nG~d• _ __ D!.•!a~•.! _ _ _ DttteT'IIioe S{)Wd Deteralae prop need _ = · ___ M,!tt,!• ___ j 
~tenalM Li&ht Ntiwda Order Tiekou I 

U.•d• 

0/13 I !lf!!!.P _1! - _-u ;T I.!'f!R.f lS ____ p0110 j_I!fl'!RP.-_lS __ r:li,I-I,!T!lt! f!S _ _ f01121- !N!£!1'_5! _ 
.f-JpotJtcrs to Pdute~ r0G 1 6r clr.eu fr011 
- - _, -- - ~ - - _!u!?_e!_i£.US.~G._._P!.c,e~a- _ .., __ E,r!n!e!. __ _ 

~p 

OPITh 


