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D a t a  D i c t i o n a r y  

The comprehensive 
Data Dictionary is a 
must-have tool for 
working with VISUAL 
data.  
 

• Gain valuable insights into 
VISUAL for report writing, 
importing, and exporting 

• Easily map out queries 

Includes all standard VISUAL 
functionality plus the most of the 
optional modules. 

R e p o r t s  D i c t i o n a r y  

The Reports Dictionary 
is essential for users 
who wish to 
understand the 
internal structure of 
VISUAL reports.  

• Allows casual users to quickly 
browse through all reports 
without extensive knowledge 
of the software 

• Helps you to understand the 
origin of report data 

See all available formatting 
specifications, input items, 
variables, and formulas for each 
report. 

The “Data Dictionary Guys” are bringing all the 

elements of a good VISUAL installation together… 
 

The Virant Group has been providing essential product 
extensions for VISUAL since its first release in 1993.  
These products have been sold to over 500 customers 
in 21 countries and 44 states.  Our extensions have 
stood the test of time and have evolved substantially 
from user feedback over the past decade. 

T E C H N I C A L  D O C U M E N T A T I O N  

Our hand compiled dictionaries provide the in-depth VISUAL 
database information that technical users thirst for and even non-
technical users can understand. Furthermore, our implementation 
tools, available directly from Infor Global Solutions, bring world-
class enterprise software implementation methodologies to the 
average user. 



 

VISUAL Enterprise is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions.  All other brand and 
brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 

©2010 The Virant Group, Inc. 

For more information about these and other products from The Virant Group, visit our web site at www.virant.com. 

U T I L I T I E S  &  A P P L I C A T I O N S  

V - F e r r e t  

A must have for VISUAL users who have encountered issues like 
conflicting reports, unexpected month end results, and missing 
data.  Ferret out erroneous and inconsistent data with predefined 
tests. 

• Increase your confidence that VISUAL data is accurate 

• Easily get to the root of data changes 

• Data is not changed but a recommended course of action is 
given 

Purchase the optional annual subscription and receive additional 
tests every quarter at no cost.  

 

Sign up for a free V-Ferret Webinar on our website! 

Our utilities and applications 

are developed directly from 

user suggestions over the years. 

Our utilities help automate 

otherwise mundane tasks with a 

turn-key solution. They are 

written specifically for VISUAL 

and are plug-n-play.  Our 

applications do not require 

additional drivers, no ODBC 

connections, no additional 

runtimes needed, and offer the 

same look and feel as VISUAL.  

V - C l o s e r  

V-Closer automatically logs out 
users from VISUAL after a 
specified period of inactivity.  

• Free up concurrent licenses  

• Improve security 

Administrators can customize 
each workstation with different 
shutdown settings.  Specify 
VISUAL to shut-down by time of 
day or number of minutes after 
workstation inactivity. 

Q R P  I n t e r r o g a t o r  

QRP Interrogator opens report 
definitions and shows you the 
internal contents of the file 
including all input items, 
formulas, variables, and report 
format information. 

• Makes many report format 
changes quick and accurate 

You can edit page margins, page 
orientation, page size, font, line 
properties, and field properties.  
Save your changes to the 
existing or to a new QRP file.  

V - I N I  E d i t o r  

V-INI provides system 
administrators with a graphical 
means to edit the visual.ini 
configuration file.  

• Avoid frustration with errors 
in capitalization, spacing, 
spelling, etc. 

• Easy to browse through each 
configuration wizard to see 
which features may be 
desirable for your company 

e D i c t i o n a r y  

eDictionary enables your staff 
to quickly use reports as 
decision management tools, 
without having an intimate 
knowledge of the VISUAL 
database.  

• Reduce IT support for end 
user ad-hoc queries and 
reports 

• Many time-saving features 

The eDictionary presents 
common baseline information 
from the VISUAL database, 
hiding more detailed and 
esoteric data. 

V - L a u n c h e r  

With V-Launcher you can 
quickly setup routine VISUAL 
tasks for daily processing and 
forget about it. 

• Save time each day by 
automatically processing 
routine tasks in VISUAL  

• Schedule VISUAL tasks by 
day, week, month, and time  

• Run multiple instances 

P a r t  I n q u i r y  

Part Inquiry provides technical 
users with extensive search 
capabilities for parts.  

• Avoid creating duplicate 
part numbers by finding 
close matches to existing 
part numbers 

• Establish and enforce part 
number structure 
throughout VISUAL 

• Search for parts based on 
over 20 attributes using 
"any" or "all" criteria  



THE VIRANT GROUP ANNOUNCES THE RELEASE OF

V-FERRETV-FERRET
for VISUAL for VISUAL EnterpriseEnterprise1.0

V-Ferret

Ft

FERRET
IS OUT!
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Does your Inventory Valuation Report 
and Inventory Balance Report 

conflict every month?

Do you frequently get unexpected 
results at month-end close?

Do you fear running contra 
transactions through VISUAL because 
you don’t know what might happen?

V-Ferret is a must have for all VISUAL users who 
have encountered issues like conflicting reports, 
unexpected month-end results, and missing data.  
Accountants and other non-technical users can run 
predefined tests on the VISUAL database to help 

ferret out erroneous and inconsistent data.

Purchase online now at www.virant.com

SEE V-FERRET IN ACTION!
Sign up online for our V-Ferret webinar at 

www.virant.com/vferret_demos.htm
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The Data Dictionary is a must-have tool for working with Infor ERP 
VISUAL data. This comprehensive product continues to satisfy the 
technical user’s thirst for in-depth database information. Through many 
revisions over 15 years, this hand-compiled product meticulously 
documents the internal structure of the Infor ERP VISUAL database. 

B e n e f i t s  

 Gain valuable insight into Infor ERP VISUAL for report writing, 
exporting, and importing 

 Easily map out queries 

F e a t u r e s  

 Over 1,700 pages in three spiral-bound volumes 

 Microsoft SQL Server database centric 

 Documents all core components of Infor ERP VISUAL which utilize 
the standard database 

 Relational models diagram the 
relationships between tables in logical 
functional areas 

 Table of foreign keys sorted by both 
master and detail 

 List of all columns throughout the 
database 

 Defines naming conventions for tables and 
columns 

 List of all Infor ERP VISUAL reports and their 
respective file names 

 Over 600 window maps describe where each 
data element is stored (pictured above) 

 Table definitions detail each table’s columns, 
indexes and triggers (pictured right) 

 

 

For more information please go to our web site and click on Products. 

Infor™ ERP VISUAL  Extensions 

Data Dictionary 
 for version 7.0.0 

$ 9 4 0  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. Infor ERP VISUAL is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price subject to change.  Upgrade and discount pricing listed on our website. 
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eDictionary is a predefined set of data groups for the VISUAL database.  
Using eDictionary enables your staff to quickly use reports as decision 
management tools, without having an intimate knowledge of the VISUAL 
database.  With it’s time saving features, the eDictionary is also a 
powerful tool for more experienced report writing users. 

B e n e f i t s  

• Users do not need to understand the intricacies of the database to 
pull out useful information for their reports and ad-hoc queries 

• Reduce IT support for end user ad-hoc queries and reports 

• Save time normally required to perform tedious table linking, 
database field decoding, and data mining details 

F e a t u r e s  

• Each dictionary presents data grouped by the business functions: 
 Quoting Receiving 
 Sales Shipping 
 Inventory General Ledger 
 Purchasing Receivables 
 Work Orders Payables 

• Presents common baseline information from the VISUAL database, 
hiding more detailed and esoteric data 

• All data has been denormalized and therefore does not require 
linking tables 

• Columns have been renamed to present a clear, intuitive 
understanding of their function 

• Column descriptions are available within the eDictionary 

• Codes used in the database are decoded into easily understood terms 

• Future changes to the VISUAL database are automatically remapped 
in your existing reports by using an updated eDictionary 

• Utilizes an ODBC connection to the VISUAL database 

 

 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

VISUAL Enterprise™  Extensions 

eDictionary 
Version 1.0 

$ 2 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2008 The Virant Group, Inc. VISUAL Enterprise™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price for single user, subject to change. 
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The Dictionary series developed by The Virant Group is a must-have tool 
for working with VISUAL data.  This comprehensive Data Dictionary for 
VISUAL Global Financials will satisfy the technical user’s thirst for in-
depth database information. 

B e n e f i t s  

 Gain valuable insight into the VISUAL Global Financials database for 
report writing or exporting data 

 Easily map out queries 

F e a t u r e s  

 Over 350 pages in lay-flat spiral binding 

 Documents the entire VISUAL Global Financials database 

 Table definitions detail 
each table and column 
with physical attributes, 
common names and 
descriptions 
(Pictured at right)  

 List of all columns 
throughout the database 

 List of all column 
domains and 
enumerations 

 Relationships sorted by 
both master and detail 

 Relational models make 
it easy to find important 
relationships between 
tables 

 

 

 

To order or for more information about this Dictionary or others in the 
series, please go to our website and click on Products. 

Infor™ ERP VISUAL  Extensions 

Data Dictionary 
 for Global Financials 

$ 3 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. Infor™ ERP VISUAL is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions. 
*Base price subject to change.  Upgrade and discount pricing listed on our website. 
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VISUAL Enterprise™ Extensions

Part Inquiry
Version 1.0

$275 (USD)

VISUAL Enterprise™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions © 2006 The Virant Group, Inc.

The Virant Group
1548 Clemson Drive
Eagan, MN  55122

Phone: 651.688.2317
Fax: 651.688.8043

E-mail: info@virant.com
www.virant.com

Part Inquiry enables technical users to query part numbers based on nu-
merous attributes to better manage and avoid duplication of part mas-
ters.  All parts matching the selection criteria are returned in a list.  You 
can then drill into additional information for each part.  Part Inquiry 
shows up under the Inventory menu and operates similar to Customer 
Inquiry and Vendor Inquiry.  

B e n e f i t s  

• Avoid creating duplicate part numbers by finding close matches to 
existing part numbers 

• Establish and enforce part number structure throughout VISUAL 

• Engineering information empowers users to make decisions without 
extensive knowledge of VISUAL Enterprise 

F e a t u r e s  

• Search for parts based on over 20 different attributes using “any” or 
“all” criteria 

• Images and specifications are included for each part 

• ECN summary information is available for each part 

• Inventory by location information is available for each part 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information go to our website and click on Products. 
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QRP Interrogator opens report definitions (QRP files) and shows you the 
internal contents of the file including input items, formulas, variables, 
and report format information. 

B e n e f i t s  

 Eliminate the tedious task of drilling into each report definition line 
in Gupta Report Builder to examine or change formats 

 Makes many report format changes quick and accurate 

F e a t u r e s  

 Internal contents of each 
report definition is shown 
in a single window 

 Edit page margins, page 
orientation, page size, 
font, line properties, and 
field properties 

 Save changes to the 
existing or to a new QRP 
file 

 Report definitions can be 
written to a text file 

 Written in Gupta Team 
Developer, the same 
language that VISUAL is written in 

L i m i t a t i o n s  

This utility only reads and writes information stored in the QRP file and 
as such does not provide information on the source of the data within 
the database.  QRP files define the format and process some information 
with its built-in function set.  If you want that additional information on 
the origins of report data, please see our Reports Dictionary.  

QRP Interrogator was developed for VISUAL 6.3.8 with Gupta Report 
Builder 1.5.  There are no plans to continue development of this 
product.  This product will not work with QRP files created or modified 
with newer versions of Report Builder. 

Support is no longer available for this product. 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

VISUAL Enterprise™ Extensions 

QRP Interrogator 
Version 1.0 

$ 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 
Eagan, MN 55122 

 
Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

VISUAL Enterprise™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price for single user, subject to change. 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. 
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The Reports Dictionary continues in the same spirit as our popular Data 
Dictionary, providing in-depth documentation on all the standard 
reports in Infor ERP VISUAL. 

B e n e f i t s  

 Allows casual users to quickly browse through all reports without 
extensive knowledge of the software 

 Understand where much of the data for a report comes from 

 Easily mark up existing reports for desired customizations 

F e a t u r e s  

 Over 1,400 pages in three volumes 

 Details over 475 reports 

 See all available formatting 
specifications, input items, 
variables, and formulas for each 
report 

 Source data for most input items is 
given 

 Examples of every report detailed 
included 

 Cross reference reports by title, QRP 
filename, menu path, and functional 
area 

W h a t ’ s  N e w  

 10 new reports added 

 Entirely revised for Infor ERP VISUAL 6.5.1 functionality 

 Updated and higher quality sample report images 

6 . 5 . 2  S u p p l e m e n t  

A supplement to the Reports Dictionary for release 6.5.1 is available for 
users of Infor ERP VISUAL 6.5.2.  Additional reports in release 6.5.2 are 
documented in this supplement. 
 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

Infor™ ERP VISUAL Extensions 

Reports Dictionary 
for release 6.5.1 

$ 6 4 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. Infor™ ERP VISUAL is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price subject to change.  Upgrade and discount pricing listed on our website. 
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V-Closer automatically closes down VISUAL Enterprise after a specified 
period of workstation inactivity, or at a specified time each day. 

B e n e f i t s  

• Improve security by logging out users who leave their work area with 
VISUAL running 

• Free up concurrent licenses for use by those actively using VISUAL 

• Automatically logout inactive users without walking throughout the 
facility to find those not actively using VISUAL 

F e a t u r e s  

• Customize each workstation with different shutdown settings 

• Can shutdown at a specified time of day or number of minutes after 
workstation inactivity 

• User is given a specified grace period to cancel shutdown after  
V-Closer activates 

• Optional “quiet mode” starts V-Closer automatically 

L i m i t a t i o n s  

When V-Closer is selected to shutdown in inactivity mode, V-Closer is 
activated only by the screen saver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

VISUAL Enterprise™  Extensions 

V-Closer 
Version 2.0 

$ 1 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2008 The Virant Group, Inc. VISUAL Enterprise™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price for single user, subject to change.  Upgrade and discount pricing listed on our website. 
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Infor™ ERP VISUAL  Extensions 

V-Ferret 
Version 1.1 

$ 1 7 9 5  ( U S D )  +  S U B S C R I P T I O N *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

*Base price for single user license. Subscription option extra. Prices subject to change without notice. 

V-Ferret is a must have for all VISUAL users who have encountered 
issues like conflicting reports, unexpected month end results, and 
missing data.  Accountants and other non-technical users can run 
predefined tests on the VISUAL database to help ferret out erroneous 
and inconsistent data. 
 
B e n e f i t s  

 Increase your confidence that VISUAL data is accurate. 

 Easily get to the root of all data changes. 

F e a t u r e s  

 Does not require any technical knowledge of SQL or the VISUAL 
database structure. 

 Look for system errors, data entry errors, procedures violations, data 
inconsistencies, loopholes and bug exploits in VISUAL. 

 Easily run predefined tests on the VISUAL database. 

 Save queues of tests to run together for later use. 

 Each test has a recommended course of action. 

 Flag recurring errors to ignore. 

 Print out results in a report. 

W h a t ’ s  N e w  

V-Ferret now supports SQLBase in addition to Microsoft SQL Server. 

L i m i t a t i o n s  

Requires VISUAL Enterprise 6.3.8 or higher. 

Some tests will not work with VISUAL  
Global Financials. 

V-Ferret is not compatible with Oracle or DB/2. 



Infor ERP VISUAL is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions.  All other brand and brand names 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. 

V - F e r r e t  T e s t s  

V-Ferret comes with tests to find: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S u b s c r i p t i o n  O p t i o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 3 5 9 / y e a r  

Purchase our annual V-Ferret subscription and receive additional tests at no additional cost.  
Subscribers will get automatic notifications when updates are available.  Visit our website to check 
on what tests are in development and their estimated availability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about V-Ferret or any of our other products and services visit our website at 
www.virant.com. 

Accounts Payable 

 Un-posted transactions and checks 

 Transactions dated and posted in different 
periods 

 Batch types hitting the wrong account 

 Credit memos not applied to an invoice 
 
Accounts Receivable 

 Un-posted transactions 

 Zero balance batches 

 Transactions dated and posted in different 
periods 

 Incorrect batch types 

 Dates not in predefined periods 

 Discrepancies between cash receipts and 
receivables 

 Transactions with totals that do not match the 
sum of its lines or postings to the control 
account 

 Invoices with paid amounts not equal to the sum 
of applied payments 

 Detail lines incorrectly using control accounts 
 
Cash Book 

 Zero balance batches 

 Transactions dated and posted in different 
periods 

 
General Ledger 

 Discrepancies between account balance detail 
and summary amounts 

 Chart of account indenture errors 

Inventory 

 Un-posted distributions 

 Transaction dates out of range 

 Discrepancies between inventory balance and 
inventory valuation 

 Residual inventory balances 

 Part descriptions containing undesirable 
characters such as " ' 

 
Receiving 

 Zero balance batches 

 Transactions dated and posted in different 
periods 

 Incorrect batch types 
 
Shipping 

 Un-invoiced shipments 

 Transactions dated and posted in different 
periods 

 
Work in Process 

 Un-posted and incomplete transactions 

 Transaction dates out of range 

 Incorrect batch types 

 Discrepancies between work order cost 
transactions and total amount posted to the 
ledger 
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VISUAL is a highly configurable system with hundreds of behind-the-
scenes settings that control the way windows look, behave, and process 
your business information.  Most of these settings are controlled by a 
file called visual.ini.  Since some settings can be global and others are 
for specific users, this file resides both on the server and on each 
workstation. Making sure that each file is properly configured is critical 
to a stable installation.  Moreover, a lack of knowledge of these settings 
can prevent desirable features from being used by your company.  These 
files can be manually edited, however the spelling, syntax, and 
formatting must be exact for the file to be read successfully by the 
various VISUAL applications.  V-INI Editor is a simple utility that allows 
systems people to alter the visual.ini file in a graphical way by using 
configuration wizards.  

B e n e f i t s  

• Avoid frustration with 
errors in capitalization, 
spacing, spelling, etc. 

• Easy to browse through 
each configuration 
wizard to see which 
features may be 
desirable for your 
company 

• No need to reference 
outside material to 
figure out common 
settings 

F e a t u r e s  

• Graphical user interface 

• Most common settings are automated with wizards 

• Settings are explained in plain English  

L i m i t a t i o n s  

Not every setting can be edited with the V-INI Editor.  Many control 
objects such as display persistence, which is maintained within VISUAL 
itself.  These settings are best not edited in this manner. 

 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

VISUAL Enterprise™  Extensions 

V-INI Editor 
Version 1.0 

$ 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

©2008 The Virant Group, Inc. VISUAL Enterprise™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price for single user, subject to change. 
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Why do routine VISUAL tasks manually when V-Launcher will do them 

automatically?  Use V-Launcher for regularly scheduled processing of 

predefined VISUAL tasks. Once V-Launcher is configured, it 

automatically launches. 

B e n e f i t s  

 Save time and money each day by automatically launching routine 

VISUAL tasks 

 Reduce processing delays or omissions by specifying and scheduling 

exact frequency and times 

 Eliminate user selection errors by configuring options once and 

saving 

 Complete turn-key solution, does not require writing any macros 

 More reliable than writing custom scripts  

F e a t u r e s  

 Schedule VISUAL tasks by day, week, month, and time 

 Automates the following tasks: 

 Concurrent Scheduler 

 Costing Utilities 

 Inventory Valuation Report 

 Material Requirements Planning 

 Post Manufacturing Journals 

 Generate & Print Invoices (NEW) 

 Post A/R Invoice Journals from Invoice Entry Window (NEW) 

 Supports both actual and standard costing 

 Configurable options and preferences of each task are identical to 

those available in VISUAL 

 Mix and match any combination of tasks to run on specified days 

 Create multiple task groups for different tasks, schedules or 

databases 

 Generates an audit log file 

 Does not use client license until automated tasks are launched 

 Password deterrent to prevent unauthorized shutdown 

For more information go to our web site and click on Products. 

Infor™ ERP VISUAL  Extensions 

V-Launcher 
Version 3.4 

$ 7 9 5  ( U S D ) *  

The Virant Group 

1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 

 

Phone: 651.688.2317 

Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 

www.virant.com 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. Infor ERP VISUAL™ is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions 
*Base price for single user, subject to change.  Upgrade and discount pricing listed on our website. 
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VISUAL Enterprise Professional Services 

VISUAL Services 

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

The Virant Group is a proven VISUAL service 
provider that compliments those services 
from your local Infor affiliate and 
corporate.  Our focus is on customizations, 
conversions, and specific turn-key services. 

W e  K n o w  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  

The Virant Group is unique in our ability to provide professional 
services specifically for discrete manufacturers. We have been doing so 
since our first VISUAL installation in 1993 (#20).  Since then we have 
taken implementations from software selection, to go-live, and into 
sustained client support. 

W e  W o r k  W i t h  Y o u  

You already have top-notch specialists in each area of your company.  
You even have good cross-functional teams.  Your top executive gets 
what makes your business work and what it takes to thrive in the 
marketplace.  Now you need to hire a consultant for a challenging IT 
project.  Why would you want to work with a consulting firm who only 
understands your manufacturing business by assembling another cross 
functional team?  We can work with your own cross functional teams to 
effectively determine what type and level of service makes the best 
sense. 

W e  C o m p l i m e n t  O t h e r  S e r v i c e s  

Your local associate or corporate can best provide basic implementation 
and training, but problems arise in which standard functionality and 
basic services do not meet the requirements of a business.  In our years 
of consulting and listening to users' concerns, we have developed 
unique approaches to solving these problems.  We best compliment 
Infor and your local service providers in the areas of re-implementation, 
customizations, and conversions. 

T U R N - K E Y  S O L U T I O N S  

TAKE 2 
The simple and cost-effective VISUAL 
database re-implementation. 

For more information about the Take 2 and other services and products 
from the Virant Group please visit our web site at www.virant.com. 



VISUAL Enterprise is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions.  All other brand and 
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T h e  V i r a n t  4 D  M e t h o d o l o g y  

Since The Virant Group is a consulting service, and not just a technical provider, we can approach 
your problems from any angle. Whether you just need a design spec, a third-party software 
integration, or a full re-implementation, we can tailor our approach to suite your needs.  

D I S C O V E R Y  

Frequently problems with existing systems 
originate with a lack of understanding of busi-
ness needs, objectives, and processes, which 
are unique to manufacturing as well as your 
individual business.  The combination of our 
expertise and consultations with you help all the 
stakeholders to better understand the problems 
and how to best resolve them. 

D E V E L O P M E N T  

If you are in need of contract programming 
we are probably not the best fit.  If you need 
consulting, design, and integration expertise 
and wish those same people could not just 'talk' 
but actually 'do', then you have come to the 
right place. 

D E S I G N  

We know design can be frustrating, 
especially when every stakeholder prioritizes 
their needs first.  Using the thorough Assessment 
and our experience to guide technical decisions, 
we can deliver a realistic solution that is the best 
fit for your unique situation.  

D E P L O Y M E N T  

Making any solution actually work in VISUAL 
can be a daunting task, whether designed by us 
or not.  Even attaching a third-party product can 
become vexing to your staff.  With our intimate 
knowledge of VISUAL, we can make the deploy-
ment as seamless as possible.  

O N G O I N G  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  S U P P O R T  

Your standard VISUAL support will continue to come from Infor and local associates, but we will 
continue to back-up and assess any service provided to you as needed.  

1 2 

3 4 

T a n g i b l e  R e s u l t s  

From full scale applications to small macros, our wide variety of solutions will ensure that you get 
exactly what your business needs.  Nothing more, nothing less. 

 

C U S T O M  A P P L I C A T I O N S  

• Batch Order Printer 

• Credit Management Tools 

• Part Inquiry 

• Time & Expense Manager 

I N T E G R A T I O N S  

As an ERP provider, Infor has produced a variety of robust 
integration choices, however these only address the tactical 
layers of integration.  Virant brings additional software and 
consulting to the table to offer a strategic solution. 

V I S U A L  C U S T O M I Z A T I O N S  

• Window Layout Changes 

• Automatic Database Changes 

• VISUAL Logic Changes 

• Business Rules Enforcement 
M A C R O S  

Automate routine tasks in VISUAL such as create PO from 
external file, calculating customer order totals, or updating 
part prices. 

The possibilities are limitless!  Go to www.virant.com to find 
more solution ideas, white papers, case studies, and samples! 



T          H          E 

V I R A N T 
G R O U P  

After years of experience using Infor ERP 
VISUAL, you have gained invaluable insight 
into the software.  You may find yourself 
wishing you had this wisdom when you first 
implemented the software.  Perhaps you are in 
need of a Take 2. 

I s  I n f o r  E R P  V I S U A L  W o r k i n g  
f o r  Y o u ?  

After using Infor ERP VISUAL extensively, you should ask yourself: 

 1)  Are erroneous part numbers, transactions, and financial 
 information in my database causing serious problems?   
 These items can lead to even more errors in the future. 

 2) Is my database cluttered with old transactions?   
 Unnecessary records can make reconciliations and 
 troubleshooting difficult, if not impossible. 

 3)  Would I like to go back and change IDs on parts, vendors, 
 customers, work orders, etc.?   
 A logical system of assigning IDs can make record tracking and 
 identification easy. 

 4) Wouldn’t it be nice if I could just start over and do a Take 2 with 
 my Infor ERP VISUAL database implementation?  YES! 

Infor T M  ERP VISUAL Professional Services 

Take 2 

The Virant Group 
1548 Clemson Drive 

Eagan, MN 55122 
 

Phone: 651.688.2317 
Fax: 651.688.8043 

E-mail: info@virant.com 
www.virant.com 

P o s s i b l e  S o l u t i o n s  

If you found yourself answering 
yes to any of the questions above, 
up until now you only had a few 
options to consider: 

 Re-implement a fresh 
database from scratch 

 Attempt to use the Infor ERP 
VISUAL utilities 

 Use third-party purging or 
cleansing utilities 

 Continue to struggle with your 
existing database 

All of these options have pros 
and cons, but none in themselves 
offer a complete solution. 

T h e  T a k e  2  S o l u t i o n  

The Virant Group now has a ‘best 
of all worlds’ alternate solution to 
this dilemma. 

Our approach has the benefits of 
the other options, without the 
attendant downsides. 

Take 2 is a good solution for any 
company that is growing 
increasingly dissatisfied with its 
database, but does not want the 
expense and inconvenience of re-
implementing or buying a new 
ERP system. 

This is a complete guided 
solution based on our years of 
Infor ERP VISUAL experience. 



You receive access to our Take 2 Portal 

Repeat if needed 

O u r  U n i q u e  A p p r o a c h  

The Take 2 approach starts by assuming all the 
data in your VISUAL database is bad.  Then the 
good data is identified and those elements are 
lifted out and pumped over to a new, empty 
database.  This is what we call the “bowling pin 
approach” — we pick up the known good pins 
and sweep away everything else.  This approach 
has the highest probability that the new 
database will not be tainted with unwanted, 
erroneous, or otherwise bad data. 

The Virant Group has been rebuilding customer 
databases using this approach for years.  We 
now have developed the tools and procedures 
allowing us to offer this highly labor intensive 
service as a standard, cost effective guided 
solution that does not require on-site 
consultations or visits. 

G u i d e l i n e s  t o  O u r  A p p r o a c h  

 Provide our online Take 2 Conversion Portal 
to help orchestrate the entire project 

 Use many structured, hierarchical scripts so 
each conversion is reproducible, relying on 
minimal manual manipulation of data 

 Allow several simultaneous connections to 
over 110 disparate data sources 

 Transform data midstream as it is pumped 
from the old to the new database 

 Convert data without disabling any 
triggers or breaking any logical business 
rules 

 Allow massive renaming of data by using 
spreadsheets that map old to new 

 Comprehensive testing after each iteration so 
you see the exact results before committing 
the new database to your live database 

 Weekend and holiday availability for the live 
conversion to minimize work disruptions 

Infor ERP VISUAL is a trademark of Infor Global Solutions.  All other brand and 
brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 

©2012 The Virant Group, Inc. 

T h e  T a k e  2  P o r t a l  

Our online Take 2 Portal is the central hub for all 
conversion communication and status, and 
provides everything necessary to complete the 
project.  

 Project Gantt chart and documentation tools 

 Comprehensive table-level conversion matrix 

 Detailed database preparation and transfer 
instructions 

 Pre-conversion and post-conversion data 
integrity reports  

 Testing document 

For more information about other products or services from The Virant Group, visit our web site at www.virant.com. 

Application: You complete 
an online application to describe 
your pains, goals, and outcomes.  
We discuss how our Take 2 can help 
your business. 

Preparation: We guide 
you through our documents and  
completion of the conversion  
matrix. 

Conversion: Our trained 
conversion techs pick up your good 
data and sweep away the rest. 

Implementation: After 
testing the clean database, it is 
implemented or additional iterations 
are done. 
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New database 
returned with testing 

document 

Database Conversions Made Easy 

START 

STOP 

This service is probably not for you if: 

 You have a new implementation 

 Your database is reasonably free of errors 

 You are satisfied with your naming schemes 

 You can successfully use the purging utilities 

 You cannot risk losing any information 

R e a d y  t o  G e t  S t a r t e d ?  

Fill out a Take 2 application on our web site at 
www.virant.com/take2 or contact us at 
info@virant.com if you have further questions. 
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